(CON FIDENTIAL.| [No. 4 of 1876.} 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR 


The Week ending the 22nd January, 1876. 


Tur Kishorganj correspondent of the Suhrid of the 12th 
January 1876, draws the attention of the present Deputy Inspector of Schools 
in that part of the country, Babu Baikuntha Nath, to the necessity of still 
keeping the rule in force there, that no pupil of one school shall be admitted 
to any other without the permission of the teachers of the former. The rule 
was in force in the time of the former Deputy Inspector Babu Tarak Nath 


Sen, to the great advantage of the several schools concerned 


2. The Editor of the same paper details the lamentable condition of 


the Mymensing Zillah School in the following terms, and strongly urges that 
the members of the School Committee see that the causes of complaint be 
removed, and the condition of the school improved from the funds in hand, 
amounting to Rs. 2,000. ‘ When it rains, water falls inside the school-house 
in large quantity through the roof; there are no good books in the school 
library, which is a library only in name; thereis no space whatever around 
the school-building ; the teachers and the pupils have to run to their own 
quarters for private purposes ; true, there isa punkah for each class, but 
the punkahs are in such a bad state that they do not serve the purpose for 
which they are made ; the tank is full of mud and covered with jungle, and 
there are only a few bricks left of the pucka ghat 

3. The Ahdrat Mehir after enlarging on the benefits of English rule in 
the spread of education among the people, deplores the great hindrance offered 
to their increase of wealth and of bodily vigour, and says that, should any one 
of the natives engage in any commercial enterprise, it will invariably be the 
endeavour of the English mercantile community to thwart him. Similarly, if 
any native would become a volunteer, the Huropean would not hesitate to scorn 
and discourage him. 

4. Referring to the proposed reduction in the establishment of the 
Judge of Chittagong, a correspondent of the same paper says that the 
proposal is an unjust one, for the simple reason that there will be no reduc- 
tion in the business that is now done in the Judge’s court. There will, 
however, be less work now in the office of the Commissioner owing to the 
transfer of Comillah to the Dacca division. A reduction in the Commis- 
sioner’s office establishment will not therefore be uncalled for. 


5. Another correspondent of the same paper complains of the want 


of copper change and 5-rupee notes at Panchtopf in the Bfrbhim 
district: 


~ 6, In a letter communicated to the Education Gazette of the 14th 
January 1876, the writer draws attention to the great havoc now being made 
by tigers in the Hendia and surrounding villages, and says that there is no 


hope of getting rid of these ferocious beasts by the efforts of the villagers 
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themselves. But that the Deputy Magistrate of Kanthi, Mr. Barber, who has 
killed several tigers there, can, if he cares, remove the present fears of the 
people. The writer prays that the Deputy Magistrate will be so good:as to 
see to this. 

7. Inits issue of the 15th January 1876,.the Gramvdrid Prakashikd 
says that, in some places, people have to pay for municipal taxation ten times 
what they pay as ordinary rent of land, without deriving corresponding bene- 
fit therefrom. Asks whether there will be any special loss should municipal 
taxation be abolished from the mofussil, now that the road cess is being 
levied there. 

8. The above journal draws the attention of the Coomercolly Town 
Committee to the dangerous state of the wooden-bridge in the Kundupara 
Street. In some parts of the bridge gaps caused by the old planks having 
given way, have not been repaired with new planks. The Committee is 
requested to take steps to prevent the loss of life which is likely to happen 
from the above cause. | 

9. The same paper refers to the unsatisfactory result of the Coomer: 
cclly school in the late university entrance examination and the annual 
examination, and urges the necessity that the Inspectors now visiting the 
school take measures for restoring it to its former good condition. 

10. Certain ryots of Chowgaétcha write to the same paper to say that 
great oppression is being practised upon them by the Deputy Post-Master of 
the place, and pray that inquiry be made by the authorities into the oppres- 
sor’s conduct, and that their grievances may be redressed by his removal. 

11. This paper prays that in commemoration of the auspicious advent 
of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales old Amir Khan and Nobin 
who are now rotting in prison, may be released by His Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India. There is no fear of further danger 
being caused to the State by the former, who is now very old. He has an only 
daughter, who is using her best endeavours to get her aged father set free 
by the authorities. The whole of Bengal is praying for the release also of 
the unfortunate Nobin. It was a custom with the Hindu Raja to release 
prisoners in large numbers on such occasions of rejoicing. 

12. The same paper deplores that at such atime Lord Northbrook 
gives up the reins of Government. India had found in His Lordship a good 
and firm ruler, at a time when such a Governor was most needed at the helm 
of the State. Lord Lytton is a man after the liking of the Secretary of State, 
and the Secretary of State looks to the interest of Manchester more than 
to that of the people of India Manchester will therefore gain greatly by 
the change. 

13. The Burdwan correspondent of the Sddhdrant of the 16th 
January 1876, brings to notice a case of zemindari oppression practised upon 


the ryots of pergunnah Satshohik& in the Burdwan district. The naib and 


other Aamlah besides exacting illegal cesses, cause the rvots to suffer in vari- 
ous ways. The writer asks if this is the establishment of peace. When we 
see and hear such things it occurs to us that we do not live under the 
English rule. | 

14. Referring to a dacoity (gang-robbery) that took place on the night 
of the 23rd Pous, at the house of one Ram Das Gvaila in Sangaluk, near Bhdujd- 
morah, in the Jehanabad sub-division of the Burdwan district, the same 
correspondent of the Sddhdrdni says that if inquiry be made into the case 


by the Burdwan Police District Superintendent, or by the Inspector Srirdm 
Babu, the dacoits may still be detected. 


Sl. 


15. Another writer from Panchtopi mentions another case of wee | 
that took place in the house of Tokai Mandal in the village of Mandal, 
under the jurisdiction of thind Labpur in the Bheerbhoom district. Here, 
though the dacoits were caught by the combined exertions of the police and 
of the Mandal himself, they were at last set free by the police after 


iving : 
, 16. Cholera-is rife at Pénkurhdns, Bhentuliy&, and Tiléi. If a good 
doctor be sent there many lives may be saved. 2 

17. This journal in a very lengthy article on the case of the tea- 
planter, Mr. Stevens, urges strongly that Government should inquire as to 
who was the murderer of Habiram, and that it should publish the report of 
the case drawn up by Mr. Cockerell and Babu Hem Chundra Ker, and 
that inquiry should also be made if Mr. Stevens himself has been wronged 
by the police. 

18. The Kh&ndkul correspondent of the Sahachar of the 17th January 
1876, recommends that the Magistrate of Howrah should entrust to the 
Sub-Divisional Officer the execution of the works of that place in connection 
with the Union (Municipal ?) Tax. The necessity of the adoption of this 
course has been urged by the panchayet times without number; and if their 
advice had been followed, the roads would have been repaired and the tanks 
would have been cleared long ere this. 

19. ‘The same paper asks why are great men being ‘ indented for’ 
from England for the Forest Department? Will not Government cease 
spending the Indian revenues extravagantly ? Are there not men in this 
country sufficiently fit for work in that department ? 

20. The same paper mentions with regret that country-dogs have again 
actually become a great pest in the Lower Circular Road. Where are the 
Domes emploved for killing mad dogs? Mr. Hoge’s doings are all equally 
wonderful. Many persons are sitting at home and drawing their pay, but 
their faces are not seen at work time. | 

21. In his issue of the 20th January 1876, the Editor of the Sambad 
Pirnachandr:daya says that in his opinion such a rule should be made that 
in future no person who has not passed the university examinations shall be 
eligible for any appointment under Government. 


22. The Sambad Prabhakar of the 8th January 1876, has the 


following :— 


, 


“The Government of India and the inhabitants of Calcutta. We 
have been greatly surprised at certain actions on the part of the Government 
of India. On the advent of the Prince of Wales the Government of India 
have acted in a manner just the opposite of that in which the Governors of 
Bombay, Madras, and Ceylon did. This conduct of the Supreme Govern- 
ment has grieved the general public of Calcutta. We cannot understand 
why Lord Northbrook has so acted, or by whose advice he was led to do so. 
The Government of Bombay allowed all respectable persons there to come 
and go to the Prince, sent in’ time for the newspapers all news about His 
Royal Highness, and took him even to the houses of some of the people. 
The Governor-General and Viceroy of India did just the opposite. Far from 
sending news to the papers, His Lordship did not even care to have due 
regard for them. 

“No Bengali was invited to the balls and parties. What is the 
reason of this? Are the Bengalis a whit short of the inhabitants of 
Bombay in loyalty or in respectability? The general public seeing the 

ince 1s quite out of the question. liven very wealthy personages could 
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sampap Praszaxaz, NOt see him to their satisfaction. Jord Northbrook has himself seen and 


has made his stately building see the Prince. To be seen by whom did the 
Prince come? By usor by Englishmen? When we could not see the 
Prince to our heart’s content, what good has arisen from the great expense 
we incurred for his reception. 

“The houses of almost all respectable persons of Bombay were 
honored with a visit from the Prince. Why was a different rule followed 
in Calcutta, the capital of India? Are there no respectable subjects here? 
Or are their houses not fit to receive the dust of the Royal feet? Or did 
not they crave to bring, with due ceremonies and regard, the Royal visitor 
to their homes? Our prayer is that Jord Northbrook will calmly reflect 
how far his conduct has been in conformity with what 1s right and proper. 

“We cannot understand why Lord Northbrook is so much against 
the newspapers. The Lnglishman and other papers were all eager to publish 
the programme of the Prince’s travels in Calcutta: but owing to the kind- 
ness of Government that desire was not satisfied. In this respect Lord 
Northbrook showed great lack of judgment. No one has yet been able to 
understand by whose advice His Lordship was guided in this matter. 

“On the occasion of any meeting or any festivity whatsoever, there 
has invariably been observed a distinction between the Bengali and the 
Englishman. Whatis the reason? Are not the Bengalis loyal subjects 
of the Prince, or are they in reality uncivilized jungly sheep? tn many cases 
the proceedings of the Government of India have not been in conformity 
with reason during the stay of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
in Calcutta.” ) | 

23. On the advent of the Prince the police of Calcutta drove the 
beggars away. ‘The beggars are now coming back one by one. We cannot 
understand the reason why they were driven off. Was it lest the Prince 
should think that Calcutta was full of beggars? The police were wrong 
to think so. When great Babus could not see His Royal Highness, how 
was it possible that poor beggars could have seen him? There might have 
been ground for fear on the part of the police had the Prince gone out in 
disguise to examine the real condition of the town. 

24. Referring to the proposed expedition against the Nagas, the same 
paper in its issue of the 14th January 1876, says in substance that such 
expeditions are simply useless. The Nagas are ignorant and foolish. The 
will not give up troubling the British Government even if they be defeated 
and very severely punished. The only way to subdue them is by sweet 
words and gentle treatment. They should be brought to a sense of their own 
real position and strength, not by war, but by moral and mental influence, 
which alone can soften hard, rude, savage nature. 

25. Referring to the late affray in the Sealdah Campbell Medical 
School, the Editor says that Doctor Woodford should not have handed the 
wicked, disobedient pupils who were concerned in it over to the police, but 
should have himself decided the quarrel. The Editor concludes with a 
prayer to the school-masters that they should treat their pupils as they would 
treat their own children. This would conduce both to the public weal and 
to the masters’ honour and good name. | 

26. The same paper of the 17th January 1876, recommends that 
honorary degrees may be conferred by the University of Calcutta on those 
scholars of the pre-university period who have distinguished themselves by 
their attainments in English literature, or in mathematics, or in the other 
sciences ; and makes prominent mention of Rajendraldla Mittra as one of those 
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to vest whom with such honours no delay should be allowed to take 


lace. ner ? | | 
: 97. An anonymous correspondent writing without date to the Urdu  Sanuasy 16th, 1676. 


Urnpvu Guiting, 


Guide from Dacca, complains of the existence of bad tanks full of stagnant 
water in the dry season, near which the people are obliged to live. They 


have moreover to consume the 


disease and ill health. 


filled up. 


putrid water they contain, which generates 


The correspondent directs the attention of the Muni- 
cipality of Dacca to this evil with a view to its removal, either by repairing 
and cleaning the tanks, or if that cannot be done, by causing them to be 


He concludes his letter by giving it as his opinion that the 


disputes between the zemindars and ryots may be set down to the existing 
laws, and the prosperity of the cultivating classes. 


BENGALI TRANSLATORS OFFICE, 


The 22nd January, 1876. 


R. J. ELLIS, 


Off. Government Bengali Translator. 


List of Native Newspapers received and examined for the Week ending the 
22nd January, 1876. 


No. Name. Place of publication. ea : Date. 
1 | “ Bharat Shramjibi’’ Baradhanagar .., Monthly ... | Kartik 1282. . 
2 | “ Rajshahi Samachar” Karachmaria ... ... | Weekly ... | 7th January 1876. 
3 | “ Suhrid” “ . | Muktagacha, Mymensing| Ditto ... | 12th — ditto. 
4 | “ Bharat Mihir” Mymensing___... ... | - Ditto ... | 12th = ditto. 
5 | “ Hindu Ranjika” Bualeah, Rajshahi Ditto ... | 12th = ditto. “a 
6 | “ Barisél Vartavaha” ... | Barisal oe Ditto ... | 12th — ditto. 
7 |‘ Amrita Bazar Patriké&”’ ... | Bagbazar, Calcutta Ditto ...| 13th — ditto. 
8 | “ Education Gazette’’ ... | Hughli Ditto ...| 14th — ditto. 
9 | “ Gramvarté Prakdshiké”’ ... | Kumarkhali Ditto ... {15th — ditto. 
10 | “ Hindu Hitoishint’’ .. | Dacca Ditto .. | 15th — ditto. 
11 | “ Daeca Prakash”... . | Ditto Ditto ... | 15th ditto. 
12 | “ Sédharani ar i age | orearen a Ditto ...| 16th ditto. 
13 | “ Sammilani & Pratidhwani” | Teota and Calcutta Ditto ... | 17th — ditto. 
14 | “Sahachar” oe . | Calcutta Ditto ... | 17th ~~ ditto. 
15 | “ Saptahik Samachar” .. | Ditto Ditto .. | 18th — ditto. 
16 | “ Sambad Parnachandrodaya”’| Ditto Daily ... | 14th to 20th January 1876. 
17 | “Sambaéd Prabhékar”’ Ditto Ditto ... | 13th to 19th = ditio. 
18 |“Jam Jehfin-numa’”’ (in : 
Persian) ... ca saa 4 weatte Weekly ... | 14th January 1876. 
19 | “Urdu Guide” (in Urdu) ... Ditto ne Ditto 1s | Bote ditto, : 
20 | “ Behér Bandhu” ... Bankipur, Patna Ditto ... | L5th December 1875 and 12th Janu- 
ary 1876. 


J. A. R.—Reg. No. 7713. 
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Bengal Secretariat Press. 
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